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Review
• ECO Tenets borrowed heavily from Creeds and fall within the orthodox beliefs of the 

Christian Church

• Doctrines

• All Christians - Trinity, Christ’s Nature (Apostles, Nicene, Chalcedon)

• All Protestants - Sola Scriptura, Priesthood of all believers

• All Reformed - Sin (Depravity of Humans  or “we cannot save ourselves”), salvation by faith alone 

(“once saved always saved”), grateful living, mission of the church, education, sacraments practices

• All ECO - Women in ministry, traditional marriage

• (My opinion) First Class writing - Short, readable, and judicious



Covenant Life in the Church
We are elect in Christ to become members of the community of the new covenant. This 

covenant, which God Himself guarantees, unites us to God and to one another. Already in the 

creation, we discover that we are made to live in relationships to others, male and female, 

created together in God’s image. In Christ, we are adopted into the family of God and find our 

new identity as brothers and sisters of one another, since we now share one Father. Our faith 

requires our active participation in that covenant community. Jesus prays that His followers will 

all be one, and so we both pray and work for the union of the church throughout the world. 

Even where institutional unity does not seem possible, we are bound to other Christians as our 

brothers and sisters. In Christ the dividing wall of hostility created by nationality, ethnicity, 

gender, race, and language differences is brought down. God created people so that the rich 

variety of His wisdom might be reflected in the rich variety of human beings, and the church 

must already now begin to reflect the eschatological reality of people from every tribe, and 

tongue, and nation bringing the treasures of their kingdoms into the new city of God. 

Church as all believers vs. institutions, identity in Christ brings unity, kingdom of God



Covenant Life in the Church (Cont)
Within the covenant community of the church, God’s grace is extended through the preaching of the 

Word, the administration of the Sacraments, and the faithful practice of mutual discipline. First, 
through the work of the Holy Spirit, the word proclaimed may indeed become God’s address to us. 

The Spirit’s illuminating work is necessary both for the one who preaches and for those who listen. 

Second, the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are signs that are linked to the things 

signified, sealing to us the promises of Jesus. In the Baptism of infants, we confess our confidence in 
God’s gracious initiative, that a baby who cannot turn to God is nonetheless claimed as a member of 

the covenant community, a child of God, cleansed by grace and sealed by the Spirit; in the Baptism 

of adults, we confess our confidence that God’s grace can make us new creations at any stage of our 
lives. Baptism is a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, a mark of entrance into the visible church, 

and it is the Holy Spirit who makes this sacrament efficacious in God's time to those whom God has 

called. In the Lord’s Supper, we confess that as we eat the bread and share one cup the Spirit unites 
us to the ascended Christ, so that His resurrection life may nourish, strengthen, and transform us. 

Third, the community of the Church practices discipline in order to help one another along the path 

to new life, speaking the truth in love to one another, bearing one another’s burdens, and offering to 
one another the grace of Christ.

Language of Grace, Two Sacraments, points to X’s work of salvation, sign/seal-

outward/inward, baptism (infants-community, adult-grace), new circumcision, Lord’s 

Supper, new Passover – unites us (marriage feast)



Faithful stewardship of all of life
The ministries of the church reflect the three-fold office of Christ as prophet, priest, and king – reflected in the 

church’s ordered ministries of teaching elders, deacons, and ruling elders. We affirm that men and women alike 

are called to all the ministries of the Church, and that every member is called to share in all of Christ’s offices 

within the world beyond the church. Every Christian is called to a prophetic life, proclaiming the good news to 

the world and enacting that good news. Every Christian is called to extend the lordship of Christ to every corner 

of the world. And every Christian is called to participate in Christ’s priestly, mediatorial work, sharing in the 

suffering of the world in ways that extend God’s blessing and offering intercession to God on behalf of the 

world. We are equipped to share in these offices by the Holy Spirit, who conforms us to the pattern of Christ’s 

life. Jesus teaches us that we are to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our 

mind. There is no part of human life that is off limits to the sanctifying claims of God. We reject the claim that 

love of any sort is self-justifying; we affirm that all our affections and desires must be brought under God’s 

authority. We reject the claim that human souls are unaffected by the fall and remain naturally inclined to God; 

we affirm that soul and body alike must be cleansed and purified in order to love God properly. We reject the 

claim that the life of the mind is independent from faith; we affirm that unless we believe we cannot properly 

understand either God or the world around us. Historically, the Presbyterian tradition has been especially 

called to explore what it is to love God with all our minds, being committed to the ongoing project of Christian 

education and study at all levels of Christian life.

Government of church, women in ministry, prophet/priest/king, Education



Living in obedience to the Word of God

Progress in holiness is an expected response of gratitude to the grace of God, which 

is initiated, sustained, and fulfilled by the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit. The 

first response of gratitude is prayer, and the daily discipline of prayer – both 

individually and 7 Essential Tenets together – should mark the Christian life. The life 

of prayer includes praise to God for His nature and works, sincere confession of our 

sin, and intercession for the needs of those we know and for the needs of the world. 

As we practice the discipline of regular self- examination and confession, we are 

especially guided by the Ten Commandments. We therefore hold one another 

accountable to: 

Works from gratitude, prayer, ten commandments as template



Living in obedience to the Word of God (Cont)
1. worship God alone, living all of life to His glory, renouncing all idolatry and all inordinate loves that 

might lead us to trust in any other help; 

2. worship God in humility, being reticent in either describing or picturing God, recognizing that right 

worship is best supported not by our own innovative practices but through the living preaching of the 

Word and the faithful administration of the Sacraments; 

3. eliminate from both speech and thought any blasphemy, irreverence, or impurity; 

4. observe the Sabbath as a day of worship and rest, being faithful in gathering with the people of God; 

5. give honor toward those set in authority over us and practice mutual submission within the community 

of the church; 

6. eradicate a spirit of anger, resentment, callousness, violence, or bitterness, and instead cultivate a 

spirit of gentleness, kindness, peace, and love; recognize and honor the image of God in every human 

being from conception to natural death. 



Living in obedience to the Word of God (Cont)
7. maintain chastity in thought and deed, being faithful within the covenant of marriage 

between a man and a woman as established by God at the creation or embracing a celibate life 
as established by Jesus in the new covenant; 

8. practice right stewardship of the goods we have been given, showing charity to those in need 

and offering generous support of the Church and its ministries; 

9. pursue truth, even when such pursuit is costly, and defend truth when it is challenged, 

recognizing that truth is in order to goodness and that its preservation matters; 

10. resist the pull of envy, greed, and acquisition, and instead cultivate a spirit of contentment 

with the gifts God has given us. 

In Jesus Christ we see the perfect expression of God’s holy will for human beings offered to God 

in our place. His holy life must now become our holy life. In Christ, God’s will is now written on 
our hearts, and we look forward to the day when we will be so confirmed in holiness that we 

will no longer be able to sin. As the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, Jesus leads us along the 

path of life toward that goal, bringing us into ever deeper intimacy with the Triune God, in 

whose presence is fullness of joy.



Concluding Remarks - Themes
• Sovereignty of God

• Authority of Scripture

• Depravity of Humans, Work of Christ

• Salvation by faith alone, Priesthood of all believers

• Grateful Living/Assurance of salvation - Good works are a result of grateful living

• Practical matters

• Baptism of Adults/Infants, Lord’s Supper (spiritual presence)

• Emphasis on Education

• Affirmation of Women in ministry

• Affirmation of Traditional Marriage


